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Lafayette suspends
Business Assistance
Program, at least for now

By Pippa Fisher

Lafayette has suspended the
Business Assistance Program
until such time as further fed-
eral funding becomes avail-
able.

In April the city hired
Townsend Public Affairs at a
cost of $10,000 a month to
help local businesses and
nonprofits access resources
offered by the state and fed-
eral government to keep them
afloat during the financial
challenges incurred during
the shelter-in-place order.

According to the city, dur-
ing the past five months the
program has assisted 92 local
businesses, including 10 non-

profits, to secure $1,561,100 in
federal funding, affecting
some 460 members of
Lafayette’s workforce. Addi-
tionally, 822 Paycheck Protec-
tion Program loans were re-
ceived by Lafayette businesses
and organizations, including
718 loans below $150,000, and
104 loans above $150,000.

City council members
agreed at their Sept. 14 meet-
ing that, given the govern-
ment’s lack of progress toward
any sort of deal on the Phase 4
Coronavirus Relief Package,
the program should be sus-
pended and agreed that the
city should resume the pro-
gram as and when the next
round of federal funding be-
comes available.

Next stop for Terraces
apartments — in court

By Pippa Fisher

Local residents working to
prevent the recently approved,
highly controversial 315-unit
apartment project on Deer Hill
Road have taken their fight to
the next level.

Save Lafayette, a preser-
vationist grassroots group,
filed its lawsuit against the city
of Lafayette Sept. 23, challeng-
ing the city’s Aug. 25 approval
of the Terraces, under the Cali-
fornia Environmental Quality
Act.

The lawsuit claims that the
project’s approval based on an
addendum to a 2013 environ-
mental impact report was un-
lawful under CEQA, and that
the project violates the city’s
general plan and zoning
requirements.

Save Lafayette, an outspo-
ken opponent of the project
since it was first proposed in
2011, claims that the adden-
dum to the EIR was incom-
plete, erroneous and inade-
quate in its examination of the
potential environmental im-
pacts of the Terraces project,
and said in a statement, “When
those inadequacies and errors
were brought to the city’s at-
tention through public com-
ment and additional expert re-
ports and testimony, the city
ignored the additional infor-
mation, accepted the adden-
dum and approved the project
anyway - clearly abusing its
discretion.”

The lawsuit is not a sur-
prise to many following the
decade-long saga, and it is not
the first one brought by Save
Lafayette in order to prevent
the project.

The 315-apartment project,
in 14 two- and three-story res-
idential buildings on a 22-acre
parcel on Deer Hill Road, adja-

cent to the freeway was first
proposed in 2011. The applica-
tion was suspended in 2014 in
favor of alternative plans for a
scaled back development of 44
single-family homes. Save
Lafayette sued the city, result-
ing in a referendum on the fu-
ture of the revised project.
With the defeat of Measure L
in 2018, the developer, O'Brien
Homes, resumed the original
application for the 315-unit
apartment project under the
process agreement. The project
includes 20% (63 units) offered
as low-income housing.

“We are disappointed that
Save Lafayette continues to
perpetuate its opposition de-
spite the city’s careful deliber-
ations and decision, and in
conflict with many Lafayette
residents who spoke in favor of
this new housing in the com-
munity,” said Attorney Byran
Wenter in a statement on be-
half of O’Brien Homes.

Wenter notes that Save
Lafayette has opposed all de-
velopment on this site for years
and “single-handedly derailed a
smaller, alternative project that
many in Lafayette preferred.”

“While Save Lafayette suc-
cessfully caused the demise of
that single-family project, they
will not be successful opposing
the apartment project,” says
Wenter. “Save Lafayette has
raised nearly every imaginable
reason to thwart the Terraces
and its 63 units of affordable
housing; its objections remain
pretextual and devoid of credi-
ble evidence, and the Housing
Accountability Act mandated
the city’s wise decision to ap-
prove the project.”

Lafayette city spokesperson
Jeff Heyman said that as of
Sept. 25 the city had not yet
been served, and the filing was
not yet registered on the Court
website.
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S Meetings

City Council

Wednesday, Sept. 30, 7 p.m.
Teleconference via City of Lafayette's
You Tube Channel:
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Planning Commission
Meeting

Monday, Oct. 5, 7 p.m.

Lafayette Library & Learning Center
3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Don Tatzin
Community Hall

Design Review
Wednesday, Sept. 30, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Zoom Teleconference
Meeting via Zoom Webinar
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112 Merion Terrace, Moraga 3424 SqFt | 3Br + Bonus Rm | 2.5Ba |

Gorgeous, cpmpletely remodeled MCC home. Attention to details, hi-end

finishes. Special location with lovely level area for entertaining! - -
www.112MerionTerrcce.com Offered at $1,750,000
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Coming Soon
in MCC!

818 Augusta Drive, Moraga 2148 SqFt | 3Br+ Bonus Rm | 3Ba

Wonderful MCC townhome, close to the clubhouse. Spacious, move-in

condition, great Bonus room over garage. Lovely setting next to a lagoon.
www.818 AugustaDr.com Offered at $1,095,000
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ﬁ Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources
deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition,sale, or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square
footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by retaining the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.

PRICE GALLEGOS GROUP

COMING SOON

Price Gallegos
GROUP

3371 Sweet Drive Lafayette
3BD | 2BA | 1,732+ SF | 0.55 AC | 500* SF Guest House | Pool | $1,325,000
This fabulous home has two amazing living spaces which include a formal living room and an
expansive family room with cathedral ceilings and views of the hills. The light and bright kitchen is
open to the dining area and family room. The guest house includes a kitchenette and full bath, great
for guests, home office, home gym or all of the above! The sparkling pool is the ideal spot to cool off
on hot summer days. Don't miss seeing this wonderful home!
Showings are by appointment only

Ranked in Top 1% of Realtors in Contra Costa County
Amy S. Price-Boaman | Christine Gallegos

925.997.6808 | 925.878.2883

A DRE#01433269 | DRE#01896511

pricegallegos@compass.com

pricegallegos.com
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CONTACT US TO LEARN HOW WE CAN HELP YOU WITH

YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS






